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TO: Plainfield Staff, Students, and Community 

FROM: D. Mitchell, Ed.D., Superintendent 

RE: SCHOOL REOPENING PLANS AND OTHER INFORMATION 

DATE: July 20, 2020 

On June 26, Governor Phil Murphy and Department of Education Commissioner Lamont O. Repollet 

announced the release of “The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education” to assist schools 

with reopening in the fall. The guidance announces that, absent a change in public health data, 

public schools will open for in-person instruction and operations in some capacity at the beginning 

of the 2020-2021 school year. 

Each district in the State of New Jersey, (including Plainfield Public Schools) was expected to 

develop, in collaboration with community stakeholders, a plan to reopen schools in the Fall that 

best fits the district’s local needs.  During this time, the plan did not include an option for all 

children to remain home. The Governor’s guidance provides anticipated minimum standards 

regarding health and safety that districts should use as they plan for reopening. 

Because reopening is dependent upon health data and informed by experts in the health field, 

districts will need to be prepared to pivot to remote instruction at any time during the 2020-2021 

school year. The guidance stresses that each school district should be working to ensure every 

student has a device and internet connectivity available, and it identifies funding streams available 

to school districts to ensure students have access to technology. 

To date, the District’s Administration has collaborated with the following stakeholders regarding 

the pending reopening: 

May 27 – Calling all stakeholders invitation sent via Postmaster (1200 emails-89 replies) 

June 3 – Student Services Cabinet meets to begin planning for Committees 

June 4 – First Meeting of the Steering Committee (30 members) 

June 11 – First Sub-Committee meetings (90 members) 
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June 12 – 25-Sub-Committees meet (total 21 meetings) to address assigned areas 

June 17 – Staff and Parent Surveys disseminated (500 staff reply, 800 parents reply) 

June 26 – Governor released Re-Opening Guidance (104 pages of suggestions) 

July 1-6 – Gather consensus from sub-committees (8 meetings)  

July 7th – Parent Listening Session to determine parent needs (300 attendees)  

July 9th – Steering Committee (Reach Consensus on Instructional Options) 

July 13th – Student Services Cabinet –Review all information with Superintendent’s Cabinet  

July 14th – Admin Listening Session (50 attendees)  

July 15th – Staff Listening Session (400 attendees)  

July 16th – PTO Roundtable for Reopening (20 attendees) 

July 17th – Virtual School Form released on website – Please click the link for additional 

information - http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=520485&pageId=14868826 

July 28th – Public Meeting to explain reopening model 

August 1st – School Reopening Plan posted on website 

Today, July 20, Governor Murphy announced late this morning that parents will be able to choose 

“the all remote learning option” if they are uncomfortable with their children returning to school 

buildings.   

We will keep you duly informed as we receive additional guidance from our Governor regarding 

the “all remote learning option”.  
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